A Little History

I have been building models since I was six year old.  Wow some 37 years ago?  I actually remember…somewhat, the first one.  It was a 1/72 scale jet my mother bought me.  Since that time I have been pretty much addicted to that hobby.  I originally wanted realistic aircraft to recreate dogfights that occurred in famous air battles such as Midway and the Battle of Britain.  I had read everything I could about these epic struggles and knew, in detail, each plane used.  However, I could not find any realistic “toys” to have my imaginary dogfights.  Models were the answer.  Of course they had to be built first.  But in a few hours I had them chasing each other around my room shooting at one another and crashing into the ground..(carpet).  They were unpainted and covered in glue.  Heck you could not even see the pilots for the glue covering the canopies.   
Soon I wanted to make them look a little better and began painting them.  These were the old 1/48 scale monogram planes available in the early 70’s.  I bought bottles of testers enamel paint, some brushes and went to work.  This produces a little better results but still not the slick professional finish on the box cover.  Then after talking to a fellow much older than I was in a hobby shop on Birmingham, Alabama…I think the place is actually still open, the Homewood Hobby Shop, I discovered the most flexible and useful tool a modeler can ever purchase, the airbrush.  I saved my pennies and bought a single action Badger for about 60.00.  I started off with a can propellant and behold! The models made a significant improvement.  They actually began to look like the wonderful examples on the boxes.  My buddies would come over and flip me a few dollars to borrow my airbrush and paint their models.  It was marvelous.
Soon my interest began to jump around to armor.  I bought a monogram 1/32 Ostwind flakpanzer, I believe, that or the Brumbar..,eventually I had them all.  But included was a diorama sheet by Shepherd Paine.
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These were the most amazing things I had ever seen.    I began trying to recreate these scenes..with little success.  Even to this day I have trouble getting everything as good as Mr. Paine, but we all need goals!

Techniques
I basically use three painting techniques and I am constantly perfecting them.  
The first is airbrushing.  I own two airbrushes and a compressor.  The old workhorse is a Paasche double action and the other is an Iwata.  The Iwata is for extremely fine lines and delicate camouflage work.  The Paasche is for everything else.  I always spray acrylic paint through them. This was another great invention.  Testor’s model master acrylics.  I use alcohol to thin the paints for spraying and water for clean up.   Also,  I will clean the brushes with acetone as well.  Keeping them clean is important and I will take them apart and clean them after each model is finished and before the next is started.

Another technique utilized is the wash.  This is nothing but very thinned paint used to accent detail by flowing it into the depressions, creases and around details such as hatches,equipment etc.  For this I use artist oils exclusively.  Actually you want tinted thinner and not thinned paint.
The final painting technique is called dry brushing.  This is whisking an almost dry brush on only the high points of the model.  This combined with a wash…my son terms this a “wash and dry” will accentuate detail and bring out the best in the model.  One word of caution.  While weathering…washing and drying as it where can hide a multitude of errors, it can also accent them and bring out certain flaws.  You have to make sure all seams are filled and sanded and any glue blemishes are corrected before this process.

Figures
If figures are going to be used…and I usually include at least one or two with each project..after all man is the measure of all things, the higher quality and more detail the better.  Usually the newer Tamiya and Dragon figures are well done but the resin figures from Verlinden and Warriors are the best.  The older Tamiya sets lack the detail to make a nice figure.
Figures are assembled just like a model, with any gaps and seams filled and sanded.  All mold lines are sanded and smoothed down.  Nothing looks worse than a nice figure with a weird line running down the side of his neck all the way down to his boots!  One thing I recently began using when painting figures is a magnifying glass.  If you can get the models to look good under magnification they will look exceptionally well once you remove the magnification.

If you have any questions about how a specific model was made or technique that was used just drop me a line at bmoore@appriver.com.
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